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M 10 August 197¢

Mr, Ollon D, McCosol

Chief, Office Managens:t Division
Office of the Adjutont Gener:l
Department of Army

Washington, D.C. 2031 (;2 E_S3& MSW)
Dear Mr, Mé:C::ol:
The attoched Iive documents received with your request

AGAR-S (70508) dated 1i: June 170 heve been reviewed,

This Agency hag nc objecticn to the declessification

and relesse of thepe ducuments to Mojoo Peter B. Lane, USAF,

to be used for his urpofficlal resesrch project cited in

your request.

8incerely,

/S/

CIA Recor

Attachments: As stated

Distribution:
Orig & 1 - Addressee

1 - 088 File
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

STRAT RVICES UNIT

STATINTL

21 July 1970

SUBJECT : Request from The Adjutant General's
Office for Declassification of 0SS
Documents

REFERENCE : AGAR-S (70508)

1. Returned herewith are the documents from the
Department of the Army which they have requested to be
reviewed to determine if they can be declassified.

2. The Office of Security and the CI Staff have
no objections to the declassification of these documents.
Accordingly, the Strategic Services Unit authorizes you
to advise the Department of the Army that the documents
may be declassified and used for the purposes specified
in their memorandum.

STATINTL

Attachments, A/S
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MEMOR.NDUM FOR: Direct r, Strategic Services Unit

BUBJECT ¢ Review and Declassification of 088 Documernts

The Adjutant Guneral's Office ,r ; .ses t. declassify and
release notes tuken by & MajJor Peter B, Lane, US.P from (88
originated documents. May I huve youur cuncurrence or comments

on this requesat.

s
Chief, Bupport Services Staff

Attachments:
AGAR-S Memo (70508)
6 pages C8S Hotes

DDS/SSS/RAB fms (23 June 1970)

Distribution:

Orig & 1 - addressee
S8S Subject
S8S Chrunc
RAB Subject ¥
- RAB Chrono
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20315

AGAR-S (770508) 16 June 1970

Records nistration Officer

Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D. C. 20505

oon

Major Peter B, Lane, USAF, has been auttorized to use classified Army
records in connection with his unofficial research project tentatively
entitled United States Policy in the Balkans from the Munich Crisis o

Poar Harbor.

Among the notes teken by Major Lane from records of the former Military
Intelligence Divig ion are five which we believe should have your review
prior to declassification, These are attached,

Notes 1 and 2 are taken from docunenis originated by the Office of Stratezic
Services. Note 3 is from a document atitributed to the Coordinator of Infor-
metion and notes 4 and 5 (two-pages) are from military attache reports which
cite comments of Colonel Donovan. These presumably are references to
Willism J. Donovan, who served successively as the Coordinator of Informa-
tion and as Director, Office of Strategic Services. These last three notes
are also being reviewed ty the Assisbant Chief of Staff, Intelligence.

Request your comments on the declassification and release of attached notes
to Major Lane.

Sincerely,

%/M H. FMJQ,\‘

Inclosures OLLON D. MecCOOL
Chief, Office Management Division
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Subjech:_The Areric - Slav Coneresa. ... e et e e e s

"epor'rs or. the Slav f‘o“gress nell in Dauroit *'tpr 25-26, 1942
Stated purposee was bo-unite the dwerican.ddaus hehdad-the.wen.effor T
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Manv differences among the grouns e e e rren s 0 A s s v

"It mist be remenbered L.at the prliticsl position of most Sdivs in the U“ited States
is surroundad with consmderable confusion ard nas often becn.adsinterppehee-—Fhe
rank and file do nos fo.low any definite political ideolongy. Their old worl?
loyalties are culturzl rather trlan poiiticel, The leadirsnip.. md«..coz»«sol ~e-thoolavsg

1. the United 5t tes Forme. 1y wa the Ludds of Slav church groups. Now lost by t
- tne Church and S"'dll gronps of Pmit‘"z 1 refurecs try _to ao.m,.,.;.rmmi.wnem‘,r\._«%mr&ess .
- Siav§ Lo wWin them oveér to their cause, : ‘

ConmnisTs active in tiis element. -
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col Yonovan interviewed the lerding personalities of t e Yu Armed Forces

Pesic- Declsred half-heartedl. that Yuposlavies would resist only if she was
directly attacked. Stressad an zttack on Britsin but first Germsny vill seize JIrel
Getting old and.did not exhibit the dynemic ensrgy and vill to resist .

Kosic- rather poor impression- floundering

Sinovic— describted how often the Zugosl-v plans hove changed dus to the po itical
cituation. "Qeneral STMOVICw:s emphatic in hiés determinati n to resist any Gernman
infringement of Tugoslev territory. "People must learn from the lecsons of Rumania,
Particulsrly concerned with Salonika. Even insinuated that a joint Yugoslav attack
zgainst the Germans in Yylgaria and the Italians in Albenia might suczeed

MA amazed st tane frankness of the Yuroslav responses. Now discusses the all
joportant local gquestion, "Will Yugoslavia perwit passaze of ie man troops through
territory?" Still welieves that it is in the German interaest to leavs Iugoslavia
alone. If the Germans plan to attack Creece and/ or Turkey then the railroed lines
running through Yugosl:via is es enti:l. Can see no advantzge at the present in s
Gsrmsn atiack on Russia. " It is therefore far more likely, sither as a diversion
or as - operation with limited or extended objectives , that the Ge mans will cros
the Danuce t is Springs"

If Germany moves into Bulgaria, Yugoslavia must act. or any chance for a
succassful defense will vanish., Must ect as the Germens attempt a water crossing
into Bulgaria. British bombers must assist . Bulgaria will waver but will join the
Alli es as will Turkey. At tiis point a Belkan defense pzct vill hzve been creates
"This plan is souhd for a nation t-at desires to defend itself. There are men in
the army who would gledly execute it. That the government would order it is still
extremely doubtful. "

Thinks Yugoslsvia will eventually capnitulate like the ot ers and grant t e Gerrans

y use of tte railroads. "There will be much szbotage ngainst Germeny by the Serbs,

But ths Government hes seen to it that the nation be kept puschologically unprepar:
for.the suvreme effort. Unless the unexpecte” hoppens or a strong mzn takes over ,
the stoge todey is rore apt to offer the performance tDefestism! than'Fight!."
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. Subject:  comments.on.CuorrenicBvants.
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Sends extracts of Donovan's tel to Knox enclosed:
Reviews ininerary , .
Ge rmeny has of fensive and defen sive oujectives in The regione.

Gives standard interpretation of countries rosition . Again says thst Yugoslsvia
w111 resist and not grant radsage of Ge man troops (misses the point)
Thinks tha t Turkey will fight in other than an attack on its own territory (virong)

.+ MTyrkey is not ready for an offensive, bu% if supplied with modern equipment she
would not nesitate! " A1l the Balkan states believe that Britain must defeat :
nermany in the Balkens'This could be achieved in conjunctionuith other B2l an Statas
not yet occupoad by Germany. " : :

Mhat is needed is some ourside impulse from a na‘'ion that hes no interast. " )
England's part , to furnish technical servicehdlies will not be ready for an offensive
before 1942, "Initisl success of such a movement mig t well draw Russizn support. "

(D t inking far 1 to the future while the threat was much more immediate~ 1.plies
a possible union with R)

corments by MA

Only limited contact with Donovan [

Kluss briafly read his telegram and wisely disagreed with mach of its content
Understood the relative power situation in the region and dissgreed with -

t e theory of establishing a successful front in the Bzlkans an- thourht any olan

of defeating Germany in this way wes ¥ wishful thi:king". Suggested an attack by
Russia as the best alternative in conjunction *ith the Ralkan S t:tesPI akso stated
that in oy opinion England would not be sufficiently strong in men, equipment and
ships in the Mediterranesan to operate successfully b way of the Blakans for some to
to come." Germany operating on interior lines, " I told Donovan t at I was of the ©
inion that any material assist:ince to Gresce on the part of Engiand would be used
as an excuse to bring sbout another Norway affair. Donovan stated that Ge rmany
would exparience considerable difficult, in any Balkan operation becouse of oppoSw

i ] ;

| 1tion and limited line of communisation. " Replied that the British hed the greater

L problen in thed regard. : . j

; 1 £ th ini tha’ staterents of inm 1ications tiat Turke will come
%ou%ﬁewggsgstaﬁgeo %néggece %n e even% o% th- pagsage of German troopsyt rough
Bulgaria &n route to Salonika area zre to te teken with a grain of salt.
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Intervi:wed the Turkish Chiaf of Staff

The Turk felt that Rus ia was the real key to a effective defense union i the
falkans through Saloni-a , Russia would only help if she felt t at Germany was
losing the wer, ' ' :

"It is quite unusual for the M-rshal to express his opinion to anyone. Colonel

Donovan(s publecezed visit as the personal pepresentative of the President and t e
trend of recent events in the Balkans undoubtedly caused the Marshal to loosed nis

tongua M .
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